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Angola 


Official Promises Defense of Cuito Cuanavale 
MB251545 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 25 Jan 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] For the past week or so, if UNITA rebels and 
reports from South Africa are to be believed, the town of 
Cuito Cuanavale in southeastern Angola has been on the 
point of falling. The Angolans claim South African 
troops are heavily engaged in the fighting for the strate- 
gically vital town. The South Africans say Cubans have 
been involved in its defense. Now the Angolans are 
insisting that Cuito Cuanavale will stay in the hands of 
the MPLA government. From Luanda Jane Bergerol 
cabled this report: 


{Bergerol] A Defense Ministry spokesman, Major Ita, 
said over the weekend that Angola is confident that 
South Africa will not grab the strategic town of Cuito 
Cuanavale. He said that Cuban ground forces are not 
involved in defending the town which has a vitally 
important airfield despite the fact that more than 6,000 
South African troops, armed with heavy artillery, have 
launched an all-out attack against Angolan Army posi- 
tions since | 3 January. Maj Ita said Angolan antiaircraft 
defenses made it impossible for South Africa to take 
control of Cuito Cuanavale, even though the area was 
coming under heavy bombardment by GS, G6, and other 
long-range South African artillery. 


He denied that Cuban ground forces were involved in 
the fighting, although he did say that some Cuban pilots 
were Cooperating in operations with Angola’s own Air 
Force pilots. But he stressed that all the planes being 
used were Angolan planes, thus denying reports that 
Cuban Air Force planes had been involved. 


Maj Ita said the the Angolan Air Force is flying from the 
nearby town of Menongue for, and I quote, defensive 
reasons. Up to 6,500 civilian men, women, and children 
have been evacuated from Cuito Cuanavale and were 
encamped in Menongue in extremely harsh conditions. 


Meanwhile, Angola has denounced violations of its air- 
space from across the border with Zaire. Officials here 
say that both Zairian and South African planes are being 
used to supply UNITA groups operating :n the north of 
the country. With South African troops holding the town 
of Mavinga in the southeast, the officials say, infiltration 
and air drops of war materiel and reinforcements to 
UNITA have reached record proportions. A major target 
continues to be the Benguela railway which Angola is 
committed to rehabilitating in an attempt to cut trans- 
port costs for landlocked countries in the region. 
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Capture Claimed by UNITA 
AU 261446 Paris AFP in Erelish 1443 GMT 26 Jan 88 


[Text] Paris, Jan 26 (AFP)}—the rebei National Union 
for the Total Independence of Angola (UNITA) has 
captured the key southeastern town >f Cuito Cuanavale, 
a major government land and air bas, a rebel spokes- 
man said here Tuesday. 


The rebels said in a statement, “the enemy abandoned 
the position of Cuito Cuanavale on January 22.” 


It added that before withdrawing the Angolan Army had 
destroyed a runway used to provide air cover for its 
forces in the region. 


Official Claims 108 Airspace Violations by Zaire 
MB252002 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 25 Jan 88 


[Text] It has been disclosed in Saurimo that cargo and 
reconnaissance aircraft flying from Zaire violated Ango- 
lan airspace 108 times in Lunda Norte and Lunda Sul 
Provinces in 1987. The aircraft resupplied the UNITA 
armed gangs operating in those areas. This was disclosed 
by Comrade Rafael Sapilinha Sambalanga, first secretary 
of the MPLA provincial committee in Lunda Sul. He 
added that in 1987 there was a significant increase in the 
movement of armed groups and military vehicles on the 
Angolan-Zairian border. Accordingly, he noted that the 
military vehicles carried logistical supplies, including 
weapons, for the UNITA armed bandits. 


Government Cautions UK About Savimbi Visit 
MB221936 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 22 Jan 88 


[Text] The Angolan Government has advised Great 
Britain to abstain from receiving the Angolan armed 
bandit ringleader in February as planned, or risk jeopar- 
dizing the level of the existing political and economic 
relations between the two countries. This is stated in a 
communique issued in Luanda by the Ministry of Exter- 
nal Relations. 


According to the communique, the British ambassador 
accredited to Luanda was recently summoned to the 
Ministry of External Relations, where he was told that 
the presence of Savimbi in Great Britain could amount 
to, quote, a hostile and unfriendly attitude of the British 
Government toward the Angolan Government, with 
whom it maintains mutually advantageous diplomatic 
and cooperative relations. [no unquote as heard] 


Angola pointed out to Ambassador James Glaze thai the 
mere fact that Savimbi does not expect to be officially 
received does not mean that he will not be accorded 
consular facilities in order to enter Great Britain. This 
alone would be regarded by Angola as an unfriendly 


gesture. 
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The communique adds that this gesture would not 
support the efforts that the Angolan Government has 
been making for a peaceful solution to the fight against 
the UNITA puppets, led by that traitor defending the 
interests of apartheid. 


Ambassador James Glaze described Savimbi as a crim- 
inal. 


The Angolan Government has asked Great Britain to 
continue to support Angola's stance in the struggle for 
peace, the withdrawal of South African troops from its 
national territory, and the elimination of apartheid in 
South Africa, which is the cause of destabilization in 
southern Africa. 


UNITA Claims MPLA Detains Mavinga Commanders 
MB251312 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1100 GMT 25 Jan 88 


[Text] The news agency of the UNITA movement of 
Angola reports that several Angolan military brigade 
commanders have been detained because of the heavy 
defeat suffered by the Soviet- and Cuban-backed Ango- 
lan forces during an offensive against UNITA’s strong- 
hold at Mavinga last vear. Sources in the Angolan 
capital, Luanda, told the UNITA news agency that 
among those detained in Luanda were the commanders 
of the Angolan 2!st and 22d Brigades. Both these bri- 
gades sustained high casualty figures during the unsuc- 
cessful offensive on Mavinga in southeastern Angola. 


MPLA Reportedly Shoots ‘Over-Charging’ Merchants 
MB250702 (Clandestine) KUP in English to Southern 
and Central Africa 0600 GMT 25 Jan 88 


[Text] Jamba, provisional capital of the free land of 
Angola, 25 January (KUP)}—The provincial commis- 
sioner of Bie has ordered any marketeer or trader found 
over-charging on his or her products to be shot on the 


spot. 


According to well-informed sources, the order was issued 
at the beginning of this month in an attempt by the 
Luanda authorities to stamp out escalating prices. 


A total of five women marketeers were shot dead and 
three others seriously wounded for allegediy over-charg- 
ing on their products within a week of the order being 
issued, say the sources. 


On January 2, a member of the MPLA state security shot 
dead a woman and seriously wounded two others for 
allegedly selling their agriculture produce at high prices 
at Bie market, while another women was killed at Bie's 
Kambuiukuto market on January 4, on the same allega- 
tion, added the sources. 
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In Chipeta. on the outskirts of Bic, an MPLA battalion 
commander in the area shot and killed an elderly woman 
accused of selling a tablet of soap at five thousand 
(5,000) kwanzas (the MPLA currency). on January 5. 


Petroleum Producers Conclude Luanda Conference 
MDB230808 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 22 Jan 88 


[Text] The second session of the ministerial council of 
the Association of African Petroleum Producing Coun- 
tries ended unexpectedly in Luanda this evening. The 
most important topics on the agenda will be discussed at 
the next mecting of ihe association. 


The fact that the association's statutes were not altered 
during the meeting in Luanda prevented discussion of 
the budget project and the creation of a permanent 
secretarial. 


Congo and Gabon, the two countries which had offered 
to host the association's permanent secretariat, also had 
the discussion of this issue postponed. With the end of 
the meeting in Luanda, Benin became the new chairman 
and Cameroon the deputy chairman of the association. 
The next meeting of the ministerial council will take 
place in Cotonou, in the first week of July. 


Angola's chairmanship of this association, through 
Energy and Petroleum Minister Pedro de Castro Van- 
Dunem. has now ended [words indistinct]. 


Mozambique 


Government, Zimbabwe Armed Forces Act Together 


Repel Rebel Attack 
AU 251346 Paris AFP in English 1336 GMT 25 Jan 8&8 


[Text] Lisbon, Jan 25 (AFP)}—Mozambique and Zimba- 
bwe joint armed forces repelled a rebel attack in central 
west Mozambique overnight Sunday killing five rebels, 
the Portuguese news agency LUSA reported here Mon- 
day. 


About 100 rebels of the Mozambique National Resis- 
tance (Renamo) were forced to retreat after mounting an 
attack on Maforca, about 30 kilometres (19 miles) from 
Chimouo, capital of Manica Province, LUSA said, in a 
report from Maputo, citing official sources. 


Renamo also attacked Maforca last month, killing six 
villagers, according to Maputo. 
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Attack Rebels in Sofala 
MB251621 London BBC World Service in Enelish 
1515 GMT 25 Jan 8&8 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] According to reports coming out at the weekend- 
.there has been a big joint operation by Mozambican and 
Zimbabwean forces against MNR rebels in Mozambi- 
que’s central province of Sofala. The reports in the Beira 
newspaper DIARIO DE MOCAMBIQUE claim that 
during the operation, a white South African allegedly 
working with the rebels was killed. From Beira, Julic 
Bica cabled this report: 


The South African, whom military sources here 
described only as a military specialist working with the 
bandits, was reportedly killed in joint Mozambican and 
Zimbabwean Army operations last month in the Nha- 
matanda district, about 100 km from Beira. The sources 
say that the white South African was killed along with 10 
rebels, while in the operation a rebel major was captured 
and a rebel captain surrendered. 


After the South African was killed, according to the 
Mozambican military, his body was taken by the rebel 
forces and transported by helicopter to South Africa. The 
government offensive in Nhamatanda district was 
against two major rebel encampments which have been 
used to launch attacks on the strategically important 
road from Beira to Zimbabwe. 


According to the military sources here in Beira, the 
rebels in the camps were poorly supplied with food 
because most of the peasants in the region, from whom 
the rebels normally steal food, had fled to the relative 
safety of the district capital. It is also said that the rebels 
in the area have not been using guns against the popula- 
tion for fear of provoking counteracts by the Mozambi- 
can Army. Instead, the rebels have been using mostly 
knives and machetes in their attacks. 


Military Cooperation Talks With Portugal Begin 
MB25 1443 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 


1400 GMT 25 Jan 88 


[Text] Official taiks between Mozambican and Portu- 
guese military delegations begin in Maputo this after- 
noon. The talks, which will be held within the framework 
of the visit by a Portuguese delegation to Mozambique, 
will deal with military cooperation between the two 
countries. 


The Portuguese delegation arrived in Maputo today and 
is led by Brigadier Nascimento Garcia. 
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FRG's Strauss Interviewed About Talks 
MB221859 Johannesburg Television Service 
in Afrikaans 1800 GMT 22 Jan 88 


{Text} Bavarian Prime Minister Dr Franz-Josef Strauss 
held over 4 hours of talks today with Mozambican 
President Joaquim Chissano. In an interview after his 
arrival at Jan Smuts Airport, Dr Strauss declared that 
West Germany is prepared to provide financial and 
development aid for projects affecting the political inter- 
ests of both Mozambique and South Africa. 


[Begin Strauss video recording in English] We are ready 
in Germany to offer some help for projects, projects 
which are also in the economic interests of Mozambique, 
as well as in the economic interests and political inter- 
ests, maybe, of South Africa, like the modernization of 
the harbor, and in order to give him a bigger capability, 
and to use this capability more than is happening now. 
the railroad connection between Maputo and Johannes- 
burg: and the Cahora Bassa electricity plant which shall! 
provide electricity from Mozambique to South Africa. 
South Africa, so | was told by the president, does not 
want to sell electricity, but wants to buy electricity from 
Mozambique. There is the problem of Cahora Bassa—to 
repair it, to make it work again, and to protect it. 


Of course, to protect it must be done by forces. Those 
forces can only be Mozambican forces, no South African 
forces. The South African president strictly rejected it, 
but also the Government of Mozambique. But maybe 
South Africa can exercise a certain softening influence to 
prevent those actions, because I told President Chissano: 
What sense does it make to spend money, millions and 
millions of Deutsche marks or dollars, for a project, and 
4 weeks later—or a few days later—this project 1s blown 
up again. Then you start again. It just does not make 
sense. 


There is no solution for the problems in this area without 
South Africa, for the economic problems, the social 
problems, and the politica! problems. [end video record- 


ing] 
Republic of South Africa 


Further Reportage on Visit by FRG's Strauss 


Comments on Soviets in Africa 
MB250924 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0922 GMT 
25 Jan 88 


[Text] Cape Town, Jan 25. SAPA—The Bavarian Prime 
Minister Mr Franz-Josef Strauss said today that he had 
no peace message from the Soviet Union to South Africa 
over Angola, but that his impression was that the Rus- 
sians felt “over committed” in Africa. 
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Speaking at a press conference after an hour-long meet- 
ing with the state president, Mr P.W. Botha, and the 
minister of foreign affairs, Mr Pik Botha. Mr Strauss said 
his impression after a recent trip to Moscow was that the 
Soviet Union was getting “no return” from their com- 
mitment in Africa. 


“Nobody told me that the Soviet Union will leave Africa 
and wil! keep completely out of Airica,” he said. 


No-one knew what the Soviets were really aiming at but, 
Mr Strauss said, his impression was that they were not 
interested in making more commitments with more 
losses. 


Mr Strauss said there was no secret message and no 
peace mission over Angola. He was used to press specu- 
lation, he said, but this was not backed by facts and the 
truth. 


Mr Strauss said that he asked the Soviet foreign minister 
in Bonn recently what kind of solution would he accept 
to the hostilities in southern Africa. 


“He did not say we must win. f!« said we shall accept a 
solution which guarantees peace and is approved by all 
partners involved,” Mr Strauss said. 


“Previously, | think he would have said he wants a 
victory...He seemed to be convinced that neither side in 
Angola can win by military means,” Mr Strauss said. 


Mr P.W. Botha opened the press conference by saying 
that he and Mr Strauss had exchanged views on a wide 
variety of subjects, both on international and southern 
Africa matters. He said South Africa has a positive 
policy towards its neighbouring states and was support- 
ing them despite boycotts. 


He said South Africa wanted a guaranteed peace contract 
with the neighbouring states that they would not allow 
their countries to be used for the training of terrorists. 


He added: “We are for better and closer discussions of 
mutual interests in southern Africa.” 


Mr Strauss said that Mozambique vehemently denied a 
commitment to the Soviet block. “They want to be 
bloc-free,”” he said. 


It was vital for Mozambique to have more co-operation 
with South Africa. 


Mr Strauss said President Joaquim Chissano had asked 
him to ask Mr Botha to increase the number of Mozam- 
bicans employed in South Africa and not to fire them 
because of sanctions. This was because Mozambique’s 
economic situation was so bad. 
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Mr Strauss said that although he wanted to meet mem- 
bers of the rebel Renamo force, it was “impossible.” Not 
only was it imposstble to meet them in Mozambique. but 
South Africa had told him that if he met Renamo in 
South Africa the government would be accused of break- 
ing the Nkomati Accord. 


President Chissano had not said that South Africa was 
behind Renamo, but only that there were “certain ties.” 
which Renamo had with many other countries. 


Asked what Europe's contribution could be to regional 
problems, Mr Strauss said West Germany had granted 
about 70 million Deutsche mark for projects. His task 
was to find out which projects were desired. The money. 
for instance, could be spent on the Cahora Bassa Dam or 
on the modernisation of Mozambique’s main harbour. 


Commenting on his meeting yesterday with Chief Lucas 
Mangope of Bophuthatswana, Mr Strauss said his prob- 
lem was that South Africa did not consider the homeland 
part of South Africa and did not finance it. Because of 
the lack of international recognition, the homeland was 
also not entitled to development aid. 


“He 1s operating under very difficult circumstances,” Mr 
Strauss said. His impression was that Bophuthatswana 
was in “relatively good shape,” and that if it got support 
it could become a well-functioning African state. 


Asked to comment on the chances of a meeting between 
Mozambique and South Africa, Mr Botha said every 
visit by a “reasonable leader” from the West could 
contribute to the idea. He had often come out in support 
of a high-level southern Africa conference. 


“In that sense, | welcome it...l am prepared to talk to any 
southern African leader,”” Mr Botha said. 


Mr Strauss flies to Ulundi: this afternoon for a meeting 
with the chief minister of KwaZulu, Chief Mangosuthu 
Busthelezi, before returning to Johannesburg. 


Brings Mozambique Labor Appeal 
MB25 1427 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1422 GMT 
25 Jan 88 


[Text] Cape Town Jan 25 SAPA—The visiting premier 
of the West German federal state of Bavaria, Dr Franz- 
Josef Strauss, said in Cape Town today that during his 
recent visit to Mozambique that country’s government 
asked him to lobby South Africa to make more jobs 
available for Mozambicans. Dr Strauss passed on the 
request to the South African Government during his 
hour-long meeting with the state president, Mr P.W. 
Botha, this morning. 


Dr Strauss said at a joint news conference after his 
meeting with Mr Botha that the Mozambican Govern- 
ment had indicated that there were more than a million 
Mozambicans working in South Africa at present. 
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Mozambique had asked him to impress on Mr Botha not 
to send Mozambicans back home because of economic 
sanctions against South Africa, but to rather make more 
jobs available. 


Dr Strauss emphasised that Mozambique had not 
accused South Africa of aiding Renamo, but had in fact 
said that, although South Africa had ties with the orga- 
nisation, Renamo had far closer links with countries in 
other parts of the world. 


Referring to his meeting with President Lucas Mangope 
of Bophuthatswana, Dr Strauss said he had visited 
President Mangope at his invitation. He said he had 
gained the impression that, apart from being poor. 
Bophuthatswana was making progress and that it was 
being managed efficiently in comparison with other 
African countries. 


Meets Buthelezi 
MB252031 Johannesburg SAPA in English 2012 GMT 
25 Jan 88 


[Text] Ulundi, Jan 25, SAPA—The chief minister of 
KwaZulu, Dr Mangosuthu Buthelezi, tonight appealed 
for West German aid to strengthen the position of blacks 
in their “struggle for liberation.” Chief Buthelezi was 
speaking at an hour-long conference with the Bavarian 
prime minister, Mr Josef Strauss. 


Chief Buthelezi said he was concerned about the pros- 
pects of revolutionary violence succeeding in bringing 
about the downfall of the government by first destroying 
the economy. “Ii this happens, it will be many genera- 
tions before some future South African Government will 
have at its disposal the means to govern to the satisfac- 
tion of the people. In my own leadership I see the need to 
address economic issues side by side with political 
ones.” 


He said this position had brought him into confrontation 
with the revolution. However, he stood steadfast in his 
views and received solid support from vast numbers of 
blacks. Chief Buthelezi said: ““When the Soviets support 
people they put their money where their mouth is. 
Western countries just say you're a good fellow and 
entertain you and so on.” 


Mr Strauss asked Chief Buthelezi in the light of the 
overseas anti-apartheid movement calling for a block on 
aid to South Africa if economic support from Germany 
would strengthen his position or damage his reputation. 


Chief Buthelezi said it would strengthen his position, 
adding that the UDF, “an ANC front” was awash with 
money. 


He agreed with Mr Strauss that black people should be 
educated and prepared for a post-apartheid society. 
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Chief Buthelezi also said that in the struggle for libera- 
tion blacks dare not blunder by under-achieving and 
accepting second-best. “This 1s why there 1s right now no 
possible agenda within which I can meaningfully nego- 
tiate with the state president. If | followed his lead now, 
at this critical time, | would under-achieve with him.” 


He told Mr Strauss that a major stumbling block for 
negotiation was the government's rejection of the Indaba 
blueprint. He also said that if the Group Areas Act was 
scrapped. most blacks would believe Mr P.W. Botha 
“when he says apartheid 1s outdated.” 


Chief Buthe’ezi told Mr Strauss that most blacks did not 
support the sanctions strategy and that it had caused a lot 
of damage already. 


Mr Strauss. who asked Chief Buthelezi his views on a 
number of other issues, said it was the most fruitful ta!k 
he had had with a black political leader in the region. 


Mr Strauss flies back to Johannesburg tonight. He 1s due 
to meet West German businessmen tomorrow. 


Commentary Notes Strauss Role in Angola Solution 
MB260530 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 
0500 GMT 26 Jan 88 


{Station comn.entary] 


[Text] There have been signs recently that Western 
Europe may be adopting an increasingly aciive, and 
independent, position in southern Africa’s most intrac- 
table international dispute—the linked issue of a Cuban 
military presence in Angola and South-West Africa's 
progress to independence. This includes an apparent 
reassessment of the key role of UNITA leader Dr Jonas 
Savimbi, who is due to visit Britain and Portugal this 
year. 


Further confirmation is provided by the weekend meet- 
ing at a venue in the Kalahari between Dr Savimbi and 
the Bavarian prime minister, Dr Franz-Josef Strauss. 
The importance of the meeting lies not only in the fact 
that Dr Strauss. one of the most influential politicians in 
West Germany. is in southern Africa as an emissary of 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl, but also in its connection with 
urgent talks with Moscow between Dr Strauss and Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev. This is what has given the 
weekend meeting its sig, ificance. In an interview after- 
wards, Dr Savimbi noied that the Soviets were now 
talking of a political rather than a military solution in 


Angola. 


This is, of course, what the UNITA leader has ¢emanded 
throughout the |2 years of civil war in Angola. It is the 
reason for his insistence that he 40,000 Cuban troops 
now stationed in that country should be withdrawn. A 
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Cuban withdrawal is, in its turn, the essential precondi- 
tion for the successful implementation of United 
Nations Resolution 435 on independence for South- 
West Africa. 


That iinkage is the one issve on which round afier 
interminable round of diplomatic initiatives has petered 
out inconclusively. The Soviet and MPLA leadership. 
pursuing a military victory over UNITA to entrench a 
Marxist puppet regime in Angola, have consistently 
refused to contemplate the Cuban withdrawal that would 
open the road to South-West African independence. If 
this is indeed changing, the prospect arises that the 
European involvement might at last bring about a break- 
through. 


In the United States, among members of the congres- 
sional lobby that opposes aid to UNITA, there has 
already been talk of changing American policy to accom- 
modate a more conciliatory stance, which they believe ts 
being displayed by Gorbachev and the MPLA. Such 
optimism is probably premature. The MPLA remains 
adamant in its rejection of a political settlement of the 
civil strife, to the point of objecting to the British and 
Portuguese Governments about Dr Savimbi's visit to 
their countries, even as a private individual. Only recent- 
ly, Cuban leader Fidel Castro made his toughest state- 
ment yet on the role of Cuban troops in Angola, saying 
they would remain there indefinitely. 


What counts, however, are the decisions being taken by 
the sponsoring power, the Soviet Union. A breakinrough 
for Angola and South-West Africa through the interven- 
tion of European governments and the mediation of 
people like Dr Franz-Josef Strauss will depend on their 
ability to influence those decisions. 


PFP’s Eglin Asserts Leadership of Party 
MB252019 Johannesburg Television Service 
in Afrikaans 1830 GMT 25 Jan 88 


[Interview with PFP leader Colin Eglin by Andre le Roux 
on the “Network” program; date, place not given—video 
recorded] 


[Text] [Le Roux] It would appear as if your leadership of 
the party, your leadership in particular, is in a sense 
under a state of siege by members of your party. Is this 
correct? 


[Eglin] I th: ©: the word siege is too strong. Since the 
general election and our setback there, there have been 
Stirrings about the party, about our direction, about the 
Statement we issued on our mission. And naturally, the 
question, not of the leader as such, but the leader as a 
factor, the leadership in general, and the direction in 
which we are going, ine policy, policy details, all these 
have come under scrutiny. For example, our constitu- 
tional policy is now being studied by a committee 
chaired by Professor Nic Olivier. Our security policy is 
being considered by a committee led Gy Mrs Suzman. ‘w. 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


too, our general approach to the politics of the future is 
under scrutsny. But | am not sure that the word siege can 
be used fairly. esther about the party as a whole or my 
leadership within the party. 


{Le Roux] Mr Eglin. do you feel you are in control of the 
party and of the caucus in particular” 


[Eglin] Yes, | am in control of my party, in the sense that 
| am the kind of leader who is a team leader. Leadership 
of a team demands that other members of the team be 
prepared to be members of that team. | believe I have the 
support of our executive committee, which met today. 
and I have no fear...{pauses] It's not a matter of fear, but 
I trust that when the caucus meets next Monday. we will 
be in form and ready for the general session under my 
leadership. 


[Le Roux] Mr Eglin, you seem to be satisfied with your 
position as leader. But about the team to which you 
refer? It would appear, especially since the election, that 
there has been a systematic outward movement by 
certain members of your party. Now Mr Robin Carlisle 
is also involved in what one could describe as a degree of 
dissidence. 


{Eglin} As I see the team, since the two groups broke 
away—that was Van Eck in the first place, and the other 
three who went to the National Democratic Move- 
menit—there was a measure of disintegration. But the 
way I see the party at the moment, and that includes Mr 
Carlisle: His intentions are positive, his proposed mect- 
ing has gone awry; it has become a media issue and led to 
a degree of division, that is not in doubt, but | still have 
full faith in my teammates. Even though from time to 
time there will be differences on pace and policy, detail 
and strategy, | believe the team is prepared to work as a 
team. 


[Le Roux] Would you be prepared to give up the leader- 
ship of the party? 


[Eglin] I do not understand the question, Andre. | was 
actually elected at the federal congress of the party, and 
until such time as the next federal congress meets, or a 
split develops over my leadership, I have just one duty, 
and that is the duty imposed on me by the members of 
the party, and that is to lead the party to the best of my 
ability. 


[Le Roux] You say you are not aware of a movement 
against the leadership of the party? 


[Eglin] | am not aware of that. I accept that, in the light 
of the general election and our setback there, there may 
be people who say: Well, can't we do better? Can't Eglin 
inject more life into our politics? That may be the case, 
but as far as | understand the matter, despite all my 
shortcomings—and I am the first to admit there may be 
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shortcomings. as there may be in leaders of other par- 
ties—but in the circumstances, where you want continu- 
ity in a party. where you want adherence to principles: 
where you want a certain degree of toughness in the 
leader of a party: well. at present. | believe | do have the 
support of the general membership of my party. 


NUM Offficial Says Mine Situation ‘Tense’ 
MB230740 London BBC World Service in English 
1830 GMT 22 Jan 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program: presented by 
Julian Marshall] 


[Text] In South Africa, about 450 miners have been 
sacked at the Randfontein Estates gold mine west of 
Johannesburg, following 2 days of violence. Five miners 
were killed and 67 injured when, according to the mune 
management, one group of workers attacked colleagues 
who were drinking at a beer hall in contravention of 
boycott. [1 is understood that the miners who were fired 
ignored an ultimatum to return to work. 


On the line to Johannesburg, | asked Marcel Golding of 
the National Union of Mineworkers, what the situation 
was when he visited Randfontein this morning. 


[Begin recording} [Golding] Well, the situation was 
extremely tense in the mine. I did not have an opportu- 
nity to canvass a broader opinion of workers, but | did, 
however, have an opportunity to speak to some of our 
members who had assembled there. outside mine pre- 
mises. They could have been denied access to the mine. 
I was only able to discuss the situation with those miners 
who had been outside. Some of them, in particular at 
shaft two, had mainly taken action in response to the 
conflict that had arisen at shaft three, at Randfontein 
Estate gold mine. The workers at shaft two had come out 
in solidarity with those workers that had been involved 
in clashes with the UWUSA [United Workers Union of 
South Africa] members at shaft number three. The 
management has refused union access to the mines and 
although we have made a number of requests to them to 
hold meetings with our members, this has not taken 


place. 


(Marshall] Are you saying then that the origins of the 
violence on Wednesday were friction between the Zulu- 
dominated union, UWUSA, and NUM members? 


[Golding] As I said, at this time the situation is not very 
clear, largely because I have not been able to speak to a 
broader representation of our members. What seems 
clear is that i.icre have been attempts to undermine the 
activity of the union, and in particular the activity of 
UWUSA has become quite prominent in the mines. 
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Workers information relayed to the union is thal a 
number of shop stewards of the uniun had been victim- 
ized by management and a number of them had been 
assaulted im the presence of mine security, resulting in 
{words indistinct] clashes after that. [end recording] 


Police Issue Unrest Report Covering 25 Jan 
MB260636 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0633 GMT 
26 Jan 88 


[Text] Pretoria, Jan 26. SAPA—Following is the SA 
Police unrest report. 


“The following unrest-related incidents were reported 
overnight: 


“At Slangsprun (Pietermaritzburg) a group of blacks 
stabbed a 29-year-old black man to death. 


“At Sweetwaters (Pictermaritzburg) a group of blacks 
attacked a 23-year-old black man. A shot was fired from 
a shotgun and the man was fatally wounded. In the same 
area. police found the body of a 44-year-old black man 
with stab wounds. 


“44 Taylor's Halt (Pietermaritzburg) police found the 
budy of a black man with numerous stab wounds. 


“At Vilakazi (Pietermaritzburg) a private house was 
badly damaged when a petrol-bomb was hurled at 11. 


“At Diepkioof (Soweto) a group of blacks slashed the 
tyres and smashed the windows of three private vehicles 


cavsing serious damage.” 
Press Comments on Current Issues, Problem: 
¥'B260927 [Editorial Report] 


CITIZEN: Universities Face Financial Crisis — “Public 
attention is so distracted by the controversy over the 
threat to cut subsidies of universities which do not 
satisfactorily control student radicals that the financial 
crisis facing all universities is overlooked,” remarks 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 25 January 
in the page 6 editorial. “The polemic surrounding the 
universities tends to hide the fact that they all suffer the 
same grave financial problems and all need help.” “If 
universities are in crisis, then the country’s future is in 
crisis, since it is to the universities that South Africa 
must look for most of its future leaders.” 


STAR on RSA Security Pact ‘Geste-" — “President 
Botha’s gesture in proposing a collective security pact 
between ali the states of southern Africa may have 
impressed visiting West German emissary Dr Franz- 
Josef Strauss more than it will the sta’es to which the 
offer was directed,” notes Johannesburg THE STAR in 
English on 26 January in a page 10 editorial. State 
President Botha's “conciliatory tone must be weicomed, 
and the goal of peace and harmony in the region must be 
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mutual, but the prospects of a pact al present (or even of 
joint talks with a view to a pact) are slim indeed.” “Mr 
Botha urgently needs to convince South Africa's neigh- 
bour states of his bona fides, both by taking bigger and 
faster reform strides and by stopping S...F cross-border 
strikes that have been anything but gestures of peace.” 


Media Regulations ‘Stiffer' — A second editoria! on the 
same page observes that “when Home Affairs Minister 
Stoffel Botha announced last year that his Goor would 
always be open to journals accused of pwiting out sub- 
versive propaganda, there was at least a hint of fair 
play.” “While newspapers under threat were being 
instructed where they went wrong, others trying to cross 
the minefield would learn where it was marginally safer 
to put their feet. New regulations now deny the media 
this intelligence, except in vague outline. It seems the 
minister necd make out only a cursory case, which makes 
objection more difficult and enlightens nobody. in this 
subjective exercise, the rules have been made stiffer for 
challengers. There 1s no chart: The mines are where the 
minister afterwards decides they were.” 


University Interference Threat to Nation — On the same 
page the principal and vice-chancellor of the University 
of “ape Town. Professor Stuart Saunders, writes: “It is 
our clear conviction that the conditions on university 
subsidies are an attempt by government to stifle dis- 
sent.” “The conditions which government has imposed 
seek to use state subsidy as a means of politica! control. 
using university councils as government's agents in 
policing the activities of staff and of students both on 
and off campuses, both in regard to university activities 
and also to activities unrelated to universities.” “This 
short-sighted and ill-conceived interference by govern- 
ment will severely harm not only the universities, but a 
country which desperately needs future leaders who have 
learnt and lived in environments where objectivity, 
rationalit:), jusicce and democracy are respected and the 
“big stick’ is avoided.” 


BUSINESS DAY on Universities Responsibility — 
Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 26 Janu- 
ary savs in a page 6 editorial that in the next decade 
enormc us numbers of high school graduates “will be 
demanding access to higher education. The demands will 
be politically loaded, particularly where secondary edu- 
cation has been deficient.” Yet the universities “will be 
wise to avoid the trap of thinking they bear a «pecial 
responsibility to rnake good the deficiencies of the edu- 
cation system.” 


CAPE TIMES on Detention Without Trial — “The 
detention withwut trial of at least 17 peorle in Zimba- 
bwe, allegedly because of their involvement somehow or 
other in car bombing incidents against ANC members. is 
yet another demonstration that there is little if any 
protection for individuals without guaranteed civil lib- 
erties,” says Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English on 22 
January in a page 6 editorial. “This system of detention. 
under the very laws passed by lan Smith's government 
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during the days of UDI [Unilateral Declartion of Inde- 
pendence]. is very similar to the detention under the 
emergency which has now been in force in South Africa 
for more than 20 months.” “Some people will be horr- 
fied thai whites in Zimbabwe can be arbitrarily jasied 
this way—yet will be quite unmoved by the plight of 
suspected black activists in South Africa who are sub- 
jected to similar treatment.” 


SOWETAN on Attempt To Break Rent Boycott — ~The 
government is becoming desperate in its aliempi to 
break the ongoing rent boycott,” remarks the page 4 
editorial in Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 26 
January. “It has refined and reinforced its legislative 
efforts to force employers 'o act as rent collection age. ts 
on behalf of local authorities” by tabling the Promotion 
of Local Government Affairs Amendment bill. “This act 
will simply force employers to be involved in other 
problems on the shop floor. It is also totally unfair 
because the payment or non-payment of rent 1s not the 
employers’ business. It 1s a matter that has to be sorted 
out by the local authorities and residents.” 


NEW NATION: AWB, NP Views Similar — An unac- 
credited commentary on 6 and 7 of Johannesburg 
NEW NATION in English for 21-27 January says of 
AWB leader Eugene Terre’Blanche: “His strong commit- 
ment to a separate homeland for the ‘Boer volk’ |peopic] 
iS premised almost entirely on a primitive apartheid 
philosophy of the Verwoerdian era and a distorted 
interpretation of SA history. His drive to establish the 
Boerestad [Afrikaner homeland] 1s fueled by his appar- 
ent allegiance to God and his ancestors.” Terre Blanche 
also “insists that he views people as separate nations and 
not as black and white. At the same time he points out 
that only whites can become part of the Afrikaner volk.” 
However, “P.W. Botha’s view is no very different. 
While he recognises that SA constitutes a single nation. 
he maintains that it is a nation of minorities. Consequent 
to this reasoning, NP ideologues argue that the only 
solution to SA’s problems rests with a system that does 
aot allow ‘domination’ of one minority by another.” 
Terre’Blanche’s “paranoic obsession with the commu- 
nist threat is shared by the NP rulers who have vowed to 
use whatever means are necessary to defeat the SA 
Communist Party and the ANC.” 


NAMIBIAN Criticizes Education System — The page | | 
editorial in Windhoek THE NAMIBIAN in English on 
22 January says: “We again call for the introduction of 
‘open schools’ for all races in a unitary education sysiem. 
and an end to the confusing multitude cf ethnic and 
tribal education authorities. The education system con- 
tinues to waste scarce resources. The magnificent ‘whites 
only’ Teachers Training College, which is able to acco- 
modate 2,000 students, only enrolied 35 new students 
this year, while it is quite clear that many of the 
problems in black schools are the result .:f inadequate 
and poorly trained teaching staff” 
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Lister Critical of Strauss Namibian Visit — Gwen Lister 
says in the “Political Perspective” column on page |0 the 
fact that the Bavarian premier, Franz-Josef Sirauss. 
“would accept an invitation to Namubia as the ‘guest’ of 
the interim government, certainly. on his part, implies 
recognition of something which. to most Namibians, is 
an extension of Souih Afmican occupation and rule of 
Namita. Once zgain Dr Strauss’ visit (representing 
West Germany. which is one of the five members of the 
virtually defunct Western Contact Group) indicates the 
increasing collaboration with South Africa on the part of 
certain members of the Western Five.” Lister believes 
that “little can come of the Strauss visit, and certainly 
nothing which could hasien implementation of Resolu- 
ton 435. Quite the contrary.” 


BURGER Denies Apartheid Cause of Violence — A page 
14 editonal n Cape Town DIE BURGER in Afrikaans 
on 22 January says Inkatha Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi 
“points to apartheid as the primary cause of the contin- 
ued violence of black-against-black wu: the Pietermaritz- 
burg region. It 1s obviously an oversimplification of the 
situation, if not a bit of opportuni politics, because 
Buthelezi feels that his authority among the Zulus i. 
being threatened.” “Biacks should have the courage to 
admit that antagonism among themselves may also be 
the cause of their Gwn violence. Bloody tribal wars are 
not unfamiliar to the Zulus, and can be traced to 
previous generations—iong before there was any ques- 
tion of ‘apartheid’. 


BEELD on LP *Matunty’ — Commenting on the dispute 
between Allan Hendrickse and Carter Ebrahim of the 
colored Labor Party (LP) Johannesburg BEELD in Afni- 
kaans says in a page 8 editorial: “We are pleased that the 
LP has resolved its differences without the intervention 
of State President P.W. Botha. Jne cannot expect the 
State president to be the arbitrator in domestic differenc- 
es. Now that the LP has acted with maturity we hope that 
it will change its negative attitude and will apply itself 
with a renewed cagerness toward the success of the 
tricamera’ sysiem.” 


Zambia 


Distribution Problems Hamper Food Relief Efforts 
MB251701 London BBC World Service in English 
1518S GMT 25 Jan 88 


[From the “Focus on _irica™ program} 


[Text] People are going hungry in Zambia following a 
period of drought and subsequent problems of distribu- 
tion. A senior government official, Reuben Kamanya. 
has urged people in the country’s Eastern Province to be 
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patient while the authorities try to improve food sup- 
plies. Well, yudging by that. things seem pretty grim. 
Robin White asked Jim Fish in Lusaka how bad the 
Situation was. 


[Begin recording] [Fish] | think things are bad all over 
the country. Zambia is into a very serious shortage of 
maize at the moment due to last year’s drought, and | 
think the effects of this are just becoming clear all over 
the country. According to figures issued by the Minisiry 
of Agiiculture, something like 700,000 people are 
affected by food shortages. And they are spread roughly 
ali over the country—from Western Province. and of 
course the Eastern Province, where something like 
36.000 people are said to be going short of food at the 
moment. 


[White] Are people angry” 


[Fish] | think people are getting angry. and this is 
beginning to show. People in the areas affected are 
beginning to express their feelings to the local author- 
ties. You have an extraordinary situation where officials 
of the Ministry of Agriculture and party officials of the 
ruling party, UNIP [United National Independence F ar- 
ty]. are taking shots at each other, accusing each other of 
using ua-alled-for powers and dictatorial behavior 
which has resulted in people not receiving the food that 
they have been promised. 


[White] Whose fault do you think it is? 


[Fish] Well, I think if you look at the situation, there ts 
virtually nothing that could have gone wrong that hasn't 
gon: wrong. There seems to have been a complete lack of 
commun.cation in some areas with ofjicials not kno-ving 
how much food w2s ca its way and officials in Lusaka 
not knowing how much was needed. And to cap it all, of 
course, you have got transport problems with vehicles 
breaking dewn on the very last stages of their journey, 
but not bing able to get food through to the people who 
need 1’. 


[White] So, is it basically a distribution problem rather 
than the fact that there is a general shortage of foodstuffs. 
for instance, in Lusaka” 


[Fish] There have been shortages in Lusaka as well. So. if 
it is a distribution problem then it is a distribution 
problem that has affected the whole country. | think 
there 1s enough fond in the country. Officials do claim to 
have received or to have tood on the way. enough food to 
meet the demand nationwide But obviously they 
haven't got their act together in both the administration 
of the problem and in getiing the food out to the people 
who need it. [end recording] 
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Burkina Faso 


French Ambassador Meets With Compaore, Comments 
AB231539 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
1300 SMT 23 Jan 88 


[Text] A day before his departure for Paris to attend a 
conference of French ambassadors in African countries, 
the French ambassador to our country was received this 
morning by the Popular Front chairman, head of state 
and government, Captain Blais. Compaore. His Excel- 
lency Alain Deschamps stressed that it was his duty to 
inform the French authorities on the situation prevailing 
in Our country and on the state of relations between 
Burkina Faso and France. He added that his best source 
of information is the Popular Front chairman. At the end 


of the meeting, he spoke to reporicr he aim of his 
meeting: 
[Begin recording] {Deschamps} | «ua! owr discussions 


were obviously very frank and .. ‘S i Must stress 
this because diplomats are 2iways sensilive to signs of 
courtesy shown by the peopie they eet. Al our meeting. 
we generally reviewed the situation prevailing in your 
country and the siaie of relations between France anc 
Burkina Faso. In Paris, | will now try my best to explain 
the situation because, as you ire aware, it is our desire in 
Paris and Burkina Faso to pursue and preserve our 
cooperation and, if possible, strengthen it. 


[Reporter] On cocperation, are there any precise areas in 
which France is interested this year? 


{[Leschamps] As you are aware, a joint commission 
meeting was heia at the beginning of this year at which 
the major areas of cooperation were defined. These 
cooperation agreements are valid for several years and 
fali in line with the major policies we intend to follow. A 
certain number of operations have already begun. For 
example, you may have noticed that the minister of 
health, Mr Zoubga, went to Paris recently to sign an 
agreement on cooperation in the field of health’ We have 
already started a number of projects, particularly in the 
field of rural development, and if further requests are 
made we will include them in the cooperation agree- 
ments, which are considerably overburdened since. in 
the past year, as compared with the previous year, tere 
was a considerable strengthening of cu peration between 
our two ce untries, and I hope this cooperation will be 
strengthened further. [erd recording] 


Accusations of Human Rights Violations Denied 
AB222019 Libreville Africa No 1 in French 
1830 GMT 22 Jan 88 


[Text] The Burkinabe authorities have rected to the 
accusations of Amnesty Internatior.al concerning human 
righis violations in that country. The Popular Front, the 
highest ruling body in Burkina, has denied these allega- 
tions in a ielex sent to Amnesty Internation.., whose 
headquarters is in London. The Burkinabe authorities 
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stated that only civil servants were questioned, and this 
was done as part of investigations into their management 
as well as the role they played in extortions committed 
before 15 October 1987 against workers, trade unions, or 
private citizens. Our permanent correspondent in OQua- 
gadougou, Yannick-Laurent Bayala, followed up this 
clarification on behalf of Africa No | Radio. Here is his 
report: 


[Begin recording] It was a strong protest that the Popular 
Front made today in Ouagadougou to Amnesty Interna- 
tional, which the new ruling body, in turn, accuses of 
embarking upon a campaign of disinformation and 
blackmail aimed at discrediting Burkina. The telex 
pointed out that the peaple were questioned as part of 
investigations inio their management and the part they 
played in the extortn..s during the Thomas Sankara 
regime. It pointed out that these extoriions were com- 
mitted against workers, trade unions. or private cnizens 
in Burkina. 


The official proiest note also spoke of tortures, political 
assassinations, and all kinds of brutality, but did not 
state the names of the victims nor the allegations that it 
is denying. The telex sent to Arfinesty Iaternational said 
that the persons 2rrsted, who were all active civil 
servants of the Burkinabe state pricr to 15 October ! 987, 
were not questioned because of their political, religious, 
or philosophical views. The Popular Front cited as a 
witness a deputy in the European Parliament and mem- 
ber of the Italian Radical Party, Marco Pannella, who 
visited Burkina recenily, and who could iestify that the 
people detained were not being tortured. The Popular 
Front, therefore, called on Amnesty International to 
focus its attention more seriously on human rights and 
the people's rights that ave being seriously flouted in 
South Africa, Palestine. and even Europe. 


Finally, the highest Burkinabe ruling body expressed the 
belief that the Burkinabe people are now free and 
responsible and that they are effectively taking part in 
the management of popular power and in activities, as 
the official source said, that are vastly different from 
those underiaken during the previous regime. (end 
recording) 


The Gambia 


Police Foil Suspected Libyan-Backed Coup Plot 
AB25 2003 Lome Domestic Service in French 
1925 GMT 25 Jan 88 


{Text} }he Gambian nolice have foiled a plot to over- 
throw President Dawda Jawara’s government. This was 
learned today from z-thoritative sources. The police 
reportestiy arresied several persons last week and con- 
ducted an investigation into possible Libyan invoive- 
ment. One of the persons arrested for interrogation, a 
customs official, Alioune Zeze, suspected of having 
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allowed the illegal iniportation of weapons and ammu- 
nition into The Gambia, was released on bail. An immi- 
gration official was also arrested for delivering thou- 
sands of Gambian passports to foreigners who were to 
undergo military training abroad before entering The 
Gambia in order to overthrow the government. The 
leader of the coup plot could be Kukoi Samba Sanyang, 
who was the leader of the 1981 abortive coup. He later 
fled to Guinea-Bissau and then to Cuba, but his present 
whereabouts are not known. 


The police suspected Tripoli after two Libyan nationals 
attempted to enter The Gambia through Casamance, 
southern Senegal, also situated (?near) The Gambia. 


Suspects Arrested, Questioned 
AB261134 Paris AFP in French 1057 GMT 26 Jan 88 


[Text] Banjul, 26 Jan (AFP)}—An attempted plot against 
President Dawda Jawara’s regime, apparently inspired 
by Libya, was foiled last week in The Gambia, it was 
learned from official sources in Banjul today. Several 
suspects, who were arrested last week, are currently being 
held for questioning, the same sources further said 
without stating their number. They are reportedly said to 
be about six, reliable sources in Banjul further indicate. 
These suspects were arrested at the immigration depart- 
ment while they were getting passports to go to Libya, it 
was stated in the Gambian capital. 


Compromising documents, notably the letters of the 
author of the July 1981 coup, Mr Kukoi Samba Sanyang, 
who is reported to be in exile in Libya, in addition to 
grenades, were discovered in the homes of these sus- 
pects, the same sources further said. 


President Dawda Jawara was overthrown in July 1981 
by a pro-Libyan coup, while he was away in London, it 
will be recalled. It was the intervention of the Senegalese 
Army which made it possible for him to return to power 
and which, at the same time, led to the creation of the 
Senegambian Confederation. 


Foreign Minister Pays Visit to Indonesia 


For reportage on the 4-day visit to Indonesia by Foreign 
Minister Omar Sey, see the Indonesia section of the 25 
January East Asia DAILY REPORT and subsequent 
issues. 


Ghana 


Army Commander Urges Crackdown on Border Smuggling 
AB252044 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 25 Jan 88 


[Text] The Army commander, Major General Mensah- 
Wood, has expressed dissatisfaction with the perfor- 
mance of some soldiers at the country’s borders. He said 
Ghana is losing a lot of revenue as a result of increased 
smuggling across the borders. Gen Mensah-Wood, who 
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is also a member of the PNDC, was speaking at a durbar 
at Appremdu near Takoradi to welcome officers and 
men of the 2d Battalion of infantry home from their 
recent Middle East assignment in Lebanon. 


He said soldiers sent to patrol the borders must take it as 
a challenge to reduce the rate of smuggling. But, he said, 
the behavior of some soldiers at the borders is question- 
able. Gen Mensah-Wood advised them to ensure that the 
country gets the expected revenue from duties payable at 
the borders to enable the government to cater for the 
need of the people and soldiers on duties should behave 
responsibly. [sentence as heard] 


He commended the officers and men of the 2d Battalion 
for their high standard of behavior in Lebanon and for 
coming in first in a recent environmental sanitation 
inspection conducted by the 37th Military Hospital. 


Gen Mensah-Wood told the durbar about plans to drill 
more boreholes to improve water supply at Appremdu. 


Cholera Outbreak Reported in Volta Region 
AB252100 Accra Domestic Service in English 
2000 GMT 25 Jan 88 


[Text] St Anthony’s Hospital at Dzodze in the Volta 
Region has appealed to the Ministry of Health for 
assistance to enable it to cope with increased cases of 
cholera. The medical officer in charge of the hospital, Dr 
Peter Van Devin, is reported to have sent a message to 
the Volta regional medical officer at Ho that the isola- 
tion wards are full of cholera patients. The patients, who 
include children, were sent to the hospital from Amed- 
jikorpe, Agbozume, Akatsi, and Eyi. 


The organizing assistant of CDR’s [Committees for the 
Defense of the Revolution], Mr Vincent Gasu, told the 
GNA [GHANA NEWS AGENCY] that the outbreak has 
extended to (Adjinekorpe), Bleamezado, and Agbosu- 
korpe, where three deaths have so far been recorded. 
Another report says that the disease is spreading to Abor 
and its surrounding villages. 


Liberia 


Former Official Denies Plot by Returning Exiles 
AB252108 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2000 GMT 25 Jan 88 


[Text] A former military commander, Captain (John 
Duwuah), has dismissed rumors that Nimba County 
exiles, who have been returning home, were planning to 
overthrow the government. In its today’s edition, the 
FOOTPRINTS newspaper said the Nimba exiles were 
returning home in response to the president’s uncondi- 
tional amnesty to all Nimba exiles during the recent 
Nimba reconciliatory talks. Speaking to newsmen in 
Nimba County recently, the former military commander 
of Bong, Lofa, and Nimba, Mr (John Duwuah), who is 
himself an exile and has just returned home, said they 
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were in no way planning to overthrow the government. 
Capt (Duwuah) resided in la Cote d'Ivoire [Ivory Coast] 
following the November !2, 1985 coup attempt. He 
pointed out that while in that country, the Ivorian 
Government, on several occasions, warned them not to 
engage in any subversive activities. 


Capt (Duwuah) further said one of the exile’s home was 
invaded by Ivorian soldiers and amidst rumors of sub- 
versive activities while they were in Ivory Coast, but no 
evidence that a planned subversive activity against Libe- 
rian Government was ever found. [sentence as heard] On 
the [words indistinct] Capt (Duwuah) said there were 
uncertainties among military personnel who went into 
exile because their names were never mentioned when a 
clemency was given by President Doe. He added that 
only the civilians were asked to return home. 


Possibly Radioactive Powdered Milk From EEC Banned 
AB261214 Paris AFP in English 1042 GMT 26 Jan 88 


[Text] Monrovia, Jan 26 (AFP)}—Liberia announced 
Tuesday [26 January] a temporary ban on sales of 
powdered milk imported from the European Economic 
Community (EEC) since 1985 to the present because of 
possible radioactive contamination. A Health Ministry 
statement said the ban took immediate effect, and own- 
ers of supermarkets, shops, and stores immediately 
began removing powdered milk from their shelves. It 
said health authorities had received information on 
possible radioactive contamination of powdered milk 
due to the accident at the chernobyl nuclear plant in the 
Soviet Union in 1986. 


The statement did not say which brand of powdered 
milk was believed contaminated, but said health officials 
were conducting special radiation tests to determine the 
risks involved. [Words indistinct] delivéring contami- 
nated milk within the past four months. 


Last October Ghana alleged the EEC had supplied 750 
tonnes of contaminated milk, but the charges were found 
tc be false after a series of tests. 


Niger 


Students Ignore 25 Jan Government Strike Deadline 
AB251554 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 25 Jan 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] For nearly 3 weeks, students in Niger's universi- 
ties and schools have been on strike. The students want 
quite a lot of things changed. Negotiations haven't got 
far and the students want Niger's new president, Ali 
Saibou, to deal with their complaints personally. From 
Niamey, Shaykh Ibrahim Diop cabled this report: 
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[Begin studio announcer recording] The students’ 
demands are varied. They want to set up student asso- 
ciations which are considered illegal by the government. 
They also want state funded places in university for 
every secondary school student who passes their exams. 
Furthermore, they want the reinstatement of the stu- 
dents suspended for political activities last year. 


The minister of education, Dr Yahaya Tounkara, has 
conducted the negotiations with the students’ delegation 
and at a press conference on Friday [27 January], he said 
that the students had rejected every possible solution 
offered by the government, demanding instead direct 
negotiations with the head of state, Colonel Ali Saibou. 
Following the breakdown of negotiations last week, 
young school students went onto the streets stopping 
traffic in support of the university students. When the 
Council of Ministers last met, the government 
announced an ultimatum that today was the last day for 
the students to end their strike. However, this morning 
the strike was still going on. [end recording} 


Nigeria 


BBC Reports Libyan Envoy Shot Dead 24 Jan 
AB251754 London BBC World Service in English 
1742 GMT 25 Jan 88 


{From the “African News” program] 


[Text] The Libyan charge d'affaires in Nigeria, Mr 
Abubakar Kanna, has been shot dead in Lagos. An 
employee of the Libyan Embassy in the Nigerian capital 
reported the killing which happened yesterday but did 
not elaborate. 


No further details are at present known. 


Embassy Said To Confirm Death 
AB251814 Paris AFP in French 1757 GMT 25 Jan 88 


[Text] Lagos, 25 Jan (AFP)}—The Libyan charge d’af- 
faires in Nigeria, Abubakar S.M. Kanna, was killed this 
weekend in Lagos, it was learned from reliable sources in 
the Nigeria capital. 


The Libyan Embassy in Lagos confirmed the death of Mr 
Kanna, without, however, giving details on the circum- 
stances of his death. Mr Kanna was reportedly a victim 
of an armed attack on the road between Lagos and 
Cotonou in the extreme southwest of the country, diplo- 
matic sources pointed out. It is not possible to deter- 
mine, at this point, if this was an act of banditry or a 
political assassination. 


The highway linking Lagos and Cotonou is about 80 km 
inside the Nigerian territory. Libya has an embassy in 
Lagos (and not a People’s Bureau) but has not appointed 
an ambassador for the past several years now. 
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Minister To Inform Al-Qadhdhafi 
AB251912 Paris AFP in French 1846 GMT 25 Jan 88 


[Excerpis} Lagos, 25 Jan (AFP)}—The charge d’affaires at 
the Libyan Embassy in Lagos, Abubakar S.M. Kanna, 
was “killed” yesterday on [words indistinct] from official 
sources in the Nigerian capital. “The charge d’affaires 
was killed at Mile 2 (about 3 kms) on the Cotonou 
highway, in the suburbs of Lagos, and investigations are 
under way,” a spokesman of the Nigerian Government 
stated today. Because of the secrecy surrounding the 
investigations, the spokesman refused to give details on 
the circumstances of the aggression and [words indis- 
tinct] or political. 


The Nigerian minister of state for external affairs, Mam- 
man Anka, will visit Tripoli tomorrow with a message 
from President Babangida to Colonel Mu‘ammar al- 
Qadhdhafi, the spokesman further stated. [passage omit- 
ted] 


According to rumors circulating in diplomatic circles in 
the Nigerian capital, Mr Kanna was reportedly a victim 
of highway robbers. [passage omitted] 


Babangida Cited on Army's Departure From Politics 
AB251253 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1200 GMT 25 Jan 88 


[Text] President Ibrahim Babangida says the military 
should now begin its journey back to the barracks. He 
said the journey must not be impeded because the people 
wanted it and were ready to watch it with the desire to 
play their part. General Babangida was speaking in 
Lagos today while declaring open the annual conference 
of chiefs of Army Staff. President Babangida reiterated 
government's determination to put an end to the process 
of political decay, economic paralysis, and social dislo- 
cation which the past civilian administration neglected. 
According to him, the nation has been set on a new path 
into the 21st century through his government's goal of 
economic reconstruction, social justice, and self-reli- 
ance. 


The president emphasized the need for the Army chiefs 
to confront the problems caused by antiprofessional 
(traits) that crept into the military and tended to (?vio- 
late) the established professional characteristics. Such 
characteristics are [word indistinct] discipline, (?hierar- 
chy) of command structures, nationalism, and puritan- 
ism, and esprit de corps. He said the crisis, which 
loomed between the military and civilians, should be 
tackled by the military itself. Gen Babangida charged 
participants to give a broad view to the concept of threat 
to the nation’s survival using both internal and external 
indicators. 
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Bendel University To Reopen After Student Unrest 
AB232211 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
2100 GMT 23 Jan 88 


{Text} The Bendal State University, Ekpoma, which was 
closed down on the | 3th of this month following student 
unrest, will reopen tomorrow. A spokesman fez the 
university, Mr Ejuebo Omobude said, however, that 
lectures would commence on Monday [25 January]. One 
of the conditions for reopening the institution is that all 
students of the school must sign an undertaking to be of 
good behavior. They will also pay for the damage done to 
university property during the violent rampage. 


The institution was closed down in the wake of student 
unrest and riots over the death of one of their colleagues, 
Miss Lillian Okyire, a 23-year-old postgraduate student 
of architecure. She fell from a moving motorcycle on her 
way from the Emuado campus to the permanent site for 
lectures. The students attributed her untimely death to 
what they described as the inefficient transport service 
on the campus. 


State Reimposes Ban on Oper-Air Preaching 
AB222217 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
2100 GMT 22 Jan 88 


[Text] In Gongola State, the government has again 
imposed the ban on open-air religious preachings. A 
statement signed by the permanent secretary in the 
Ministry of Information explains that the move followed 
security reports. Henceforth, the latest activities includ- 
ing preachings and meetings are now confined to 
churches and mosques. The police and other law enforce- 
ment agencies have been directed to prosecute those who 
violate the order. Traditional rulers, community and 
religious leaders have been advised to enlighten their 
followers on the virtues of maintaining law and order. 
The state government on the 1 Sth of this month lifted 
the ban previousiy imposed on open-air religious activ- 
ities. 


Council Approves Mass Communication Policy 
AB210604 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 20 Jan 88 


[Text] A mass communication policy for the country has 
been approved by the Councii of Ministers. The minister 
of information and culture, Prince Tony Momoh, told 
State House correspondents that the policy was designed 
to streamline the operations of mass media organiza- 
tions in the country. Under the arrangement, a mass 
media commission will be set up to set standards fcr 
professional practice, the registration of newspapers, 
magazines, radio and television stations, as well as the 
training of media practitioners. The idea, Prince Momoh 
explained, was to make Nigeria’s communication policy 
acceptable on global level. He disclosed, however, that 
the Council of Ministers was of the opinion that the 
country was not ripe enough to have private individuals 
to be involved in the broadcast industry. The minister 


FBIS-AFR-88-016 
26 January 1988 


stated that only the president could use his political will 
to allow private participation in the broadcast media. 
The communication policy is yet to be discussed by the 
Council of State and the Armed Forces Ruling Council 
before it becomes operational. 


The chief of General Staff, Vice Admiral Augustus 
Aikhomu, had earlier told correspondents that today’s 
Council of Ministers meeting had considered a backlog 
of memoranda including those on the Ajaokuta steel 
project and general performance of ministries. Vice Adm 
Aikhomu also announced that arrangements were being 
concluded for the setting up of the task force on mass 
transportation. 


Private Airlines International Services Ban Lifted 
AB221019 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 22 Jan 88 


[Text] The Federal Military Government has lifted the 
ban on international air services by private airlines 
operating in the country. However, for any private 
airline to undertake international flights, it must fulfill 
and satisfy all necessary requirements for international 
operations for the purpose of ensuring safety. The 
detailed requirements will be made by the Ministry of 
Aviation and approved by the government before any 
applications can be entertained. 


The Federal Military Government has also upgraded 
Okada, Kabo, and (?Gast) airlines to operate sciicduled 
flights on the domestic network. To this effect, the 
rationalized domestic route network has been approved 
for the three private airlines to operate side by side with 
the national carrier, Nigerian Airways. The purpose is to 
ensure that all parts of the country are effectively cov- 
ered by air services. 


1,000 Said Suffering From Chicken Pox Outbreak 
AB260715 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
2100 GMT 25 Jan 88 , 


[Text] More than 1,000 people are reported to be suffer- 
ing from chicken pox following an outbreak of the 
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disease in some villages in Gongoja local government 
area of Cross River State. Seven others were reported 
dead from the disease. A spokesman of the community, 
Chief Denis Otok, made this known when the chairman 
of the local government, Mr Julius Agabi, paid an 
unscheduled visit to the area. Chief Otok said the disease 
was spreading to almost 24 villages. He appealed to both 
the local and state governments to send medical teams to 
treat those affected in order to prevent further spread of 
the disease. 


Addressing some of the victims, Mr Agabi affirmed that 
a medical team would soon arrive in the area to treat 
them and innoculate other people. 


Meanwhile, the supervisory councillor for health in the 
local government, Mrs Agnes Monchor, has directed that 
those affected be isolated to prevent its further spread. 


Senegal 


Education Minister Meets Gambian Vice President 
AB251521 Dakar Domestic Service in French 
1300 GMT 25 Jan 88 


[Text] Mr Bakary Darbo, the vice president of the 
Republic of The Gambia, who is also the minister of 
national education, youth, sports, and culture, currently 
on official visit to our country, met this morning with the 
minister of national education and the speaker of the 
National Assembly. He later visited [place name indis- 
tinct} and will be the guest of honor at a luncheon to be 
held at 1230. 


This afternoon, the vice president of the sister Republic 
of The Gambia will visit the SOS [expansion unknown] 
children’s village at 1530. Afterwards he will be received 
by the minister of youth and sports at 1700 and the 
minister of culture at 1745. 


END OF 
FICHE 


DATE FILMED 
NK cam £2 


